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 National Preparedness Month  
 
Did you know that September is National Preparedness Month? Preparedness Month is recognized each year to 
promote family and community disaster and emergency planning. While some individuals use only this month 
to think about disaster preparedness, I am thinking about this topic year-round. Some situations you and your 
family can prepare for are fires, tornadoes, severe storms, blizzards, and power outages. These topics, and many 
more, are the events I make plans and preparations for with each school. 

How Did Emergency Management Start? 
Emergency Management is a job title that has sprouted primarily after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. It was after this 
event that the government realized there was a need for a position to plan, prepare, respond, and prevent these 
events. When the Emergency Management jobs began, the traditional selection for the position were retired 
police and fire chiefs. Just recently, the field has become more education based and there are a handful of 
universities that now offer a program to obtain that degree. I graduated with a bachelor’s degree in emergency 
management from North Dakota State University in 2017, and since have worked in a variety of roles.  
 

What Do I Do? 
My day-to-day job is heavily related to preparedness, and I am constantly working with each of our schools to 
ensure drills are being conducted to train staff and students. I make plans and prepare with local agencies for 
whatever bump in the road we may encounter at Fargo Public Schools. I also work heavily with local law 
enforcement, fire, and emergency management in planning for community emergencies and what the response 
efforts would look like. 
  
I am also an active participant in a group called Cass-Clay Unified School Response. This is a local planning 
group made up of local emergency management, law enforcement and schools, which creates a guide of best 
practices for schools in emergencies. This is a group I will often refer to in my updates and is a beneficial group 
for small districts to rely on for great information.  

Although my job is at the schools, I will often refer to ways you can keep your household and families safe in 
my updates. The reason for this is because I believe I have a unique opportunity to spread knowledge further 
than solely our staff and students.  

For more information regarding preparedness month and how you can participate, check out Ready.gov.  

 

 

https://www.ready.gov/september
https://www.casscountynd.gov/our-county/sheriff/cass-clay-unified-school-response
https://www.ready.gov/september
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