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Safety in Fargo Public Schools 
 
Providing a safe and nurturing learning environment is paramount in Fargo Public Schools. All staff members 
have safety at the forefront each and every day. Unfortunately, over the last few years, threats to school security 
have become a focal point of discussion around the nation. However, national data shows schools are the safest 
place for children on a daily basis.   
 
In recent weeks, Fargo Public Schools has entertained questions from our stakeholders about safety and security 
measures to protect students and staff. These questions are results of threats and rumors of threats at our 
schools, with some resulting from social media. Some security measures at our schools will remain confidential 
in order to ensure their fidelity. However, others can be shared, including our policies, training, infrastructure 
and technology, and collaboration between other entities.  
 
Policies 
FPS has several policies in place to ensure safety guidelines are followed. Some of these are AP 6061 Anti-
Bullying Policy, AP 6330 Student Safety, AP 6331 Assessment of Threats to School Safety, and AP 6510 
Emergency Management. These policies are in place to standardize how we respond to situations. Policies are 
on a review cycle to be reviewed regularly.  
 
Training 
In the 2018-2019 school year, FPS staff was trained on Run, Hide, Fight – a form of options-based response to 
an active threat. Run, Hide, Fight is backed by the Department of Homeland Security and has been pushed out 
into schools, businesses, hospitals and non-profits throughout the United States.  
 
The 2019-2020 school year training has been heavily reliant on our Building Emergency Response Teams. 
These teams lead the school in any emergency situation. Their training includes defining of the roles each 
member, and simulating emergency situations to practice responses. The 2019-2020 school year will also 
emphasize Stop the Bleed training – a national awareness campaign to encourage bystanders to become trained 
to help in a bleeding emergency. FPS recently received a grant to train and equip staff with Stop the Bleed kits.  
 
In addition, our schools have a set requirement for drill practices with students. Per the Fargo Fire Department, 
schools are to complete one evacuation drill every month. We are given a wide range of flexibility with our 
evacuation drills and can practice a variety of scenarios. Any scenario in which students are moving can be 
counted as an evacuation drill. Our standards at Fargo Public Schools require schools to complete two tornado 
drills, one shelter-in-place hazardous materials drill, and three Run, Hide, Fight lockdown drills. Fortunately, 
the tornado and hazardous materials drills can count as evacuation due to the students moving into shelter 
locations.  

Continued, page two… 

https://fargopublicschooldistrict.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/policies/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BD6AAB648-DB39-4982-B114-ADE662ABA35C%7D&file=AP%206061%20Anti-Bullying%20Policy.doc&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://fargopublicschooldistrict.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/policies/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BD6AAB648-DB39-4982-B114-ADE662ABA35C%7D&file=AP%206061%20Anti-Bullying%20Policy.doc&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://fargopublicschooldistrict.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/policies/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BC1A07B4C-19CE-4BF9-9FE7-8BDCA2A59B98%7D&file=AP%206330%20Student%20Safety.doc&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://fargopublicschooldistrict.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/policies/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BE4DEF5DE-A53A-4075-9786-2016E7E70987%7D&file=AP%206331%20Assessment%20of%20Threats%20to%20School%20Safety.doc&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://fargopublicschooldistrict.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/policies/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B36F497FB-B72D-458B-9E40-17A55E16C301%7D&file=AP%206510%20Emergency%20Response.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://fargopublicschooldistrict.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/policies/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B36F497FB-B72D-458B-9E40-17A55E16C301%7D&file=AP%206510%20Emergency%20Response.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
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Safety Update, continued 

These drills educate staff and students on how to respond during a variety of scenarios, natural and man-made. 
The intent of these drills is to provide students with the knowledge to not only protect themselves inside the 
walls of their school, but also out in the community.   
 
Infrastructure and Technology 
Our buildings are inspected yearly by the Fargo Fire Department to ensure the safety for all who use our 
buildings, and our Maintenance Department prides themselves on keeping our facilities in the best of shape. 
Each building is equipped with security cameras, state-of-the-art fire detection systems, panic alarms, and 
security to check on the building at night. Several buildings also have backup generators.  
 
Our schools have either a secure entrance or proctors at entrances. At our secure entrances at elementary and 
middle schools, visitors have one entrance they can access. At this entrance the visitor must ring into the main 
office by the press of a button and state their purpose in the building. The office staff can see who is at the door 
by a camera and can then choose to let that individual inside the building. Once inside the building, the 
individual must sign in and out when they leave. The individual must also wear a visitor’s badge. In some 
schools, a secure entrance is not feasible; at these schools, proctors are stationed at the unlocked entrances. 
These proctors monitor the flow of people and have sign-in sheets for visitors. Fargo Public Schools is waiting 
to hear back from a grant opportunity that would fund a visitor management system that allows staff to screen 
the ID of an individual and print the visitor a badge with the individual’s picture. 
 
Collaboration 
FPS collaborates with community partners to ensure we are practicing safety. FPS is a member of Cass Clay 
Unified School Response, which is a consortium of first responders and school districts through Cass and Clay 
counties. This group supplies schools with best practice regarding all emergencies a school may face. This 
group also does training in the community and has been called upon to help other communities create their own 
unified response group.  
 
FPS also has a great working relationship with the Fargo Police Department. FPS has seven school resource 
officers in the secondary schools and one cultural liaison officer that is housed at Agassiz. These police officers 
interact with students daily to not only ensure their safety, but also build positive relationships between youth 
and police. 
 
 
Though our schools have had threats and difficult situations, Fargo Public Schools are grateful for our staff and 
students who worked with quickly and efficiently with administrators to address each situation. It is imperative 
for parents and students to assist in maintaining school safety by immediately reporting to administrators or law 
enforcement any threat or troubling behavior.  Individuals are asked to refrain from continuing to repost 
unspecified social media threats, because they often lead to layers of rumors that can make issues harder to 
track and resolve. Working together, we can continue to ensure our schools are the safest places for students 
where they can learn and grow. 
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