
 

In Memory of… 

This week, Fargo Public Schools (FPS) mourns the passing of former FPS 
Superintendent, Dr. Vern Bennett.  He passed away on Sunday, September 29 
at the age of 86 at home surrounded by family and loved ones.  

From 1971 to 1999, Dr. Bennett dedicated his service to the Fargo Public 
Schools.  During his time as superintendent, the district grew and changed.  
Centennial Elementary School, Discovery Middle School and the Central 
Kitchen and Warehouse were built.  Additionally, Eagles and the District Office 
were purchased and remodeled.  Programming also expanded during his tenure, 
including the creation of Woodrow Wilson High School, the District’s 
alternative high school program, and Trollwood Performing Arts School.  In 
2000, the District’s new elementary school was named in his honor, Bennett 
Elementary School.  Following his career with Fargo Public Schools, he served 
as a Cass County Commissioner in two separate tenures and was a sitting 
commissioner at the time of his passing.  

Dr. Bennett’s thoughtfulness and respect for those he worked with reflected his passion to serve others.  
Whether he has known a colleague for years, or met only a few times, everyone could see his passion for 
serving others within minutes.  

“Personally, as a new Superintendent, I’ve felt fortunate to have access to previous Fargo Public School 
superintendents who continue to serve our community. Dr. Bennett was no exception,” shares Dr. Rupak 
Gandhi, FPS superintendent. “One of my favorite memories of Dr. Bennett is when he walked into my office 
during an administrative meeting, looked me straight in the eye, and with a big smile on his face he said ‘Get 
out of my office!’ After exchanging jokes and pleasantries, he sat down with our administrative team and asked 
about the impact a program he was considering would have on students. His thoughtfulness and respect for 
everyone in that room clearly exemplified his passion to serve others and most importantly, youth in our 
community. As the longest tenured superintendent in Fargo Public Schools, Dr. Bennett leaves a profound 
legacy in our school system and our community. He will be missed, but will continue to be an inspiration for the 
next generation of leaders who serve our great city of Fargo.” 

“Dr. Vern Bennett was a cornerstone of our schools while creating a foundation that still allows us to be 
successful today, said Mr. Andrew Dahlen, principal at North High School. “He was passionate about 
addressing issues that impacted students and staff. I will miss his friendship and leadership.” 

To view his obituary, click here. The Forum has recently published articles about Dr. Bennett; click here for the 
article titled “Consensus-builder, listener, charmer: Vern Bennett remembered for his community leadership” 
and click here for a tribute from Jim Shaw.  

In lieu of flowers, the family will donate all memorials to the Fargo Public Schools Foundation, Dr. Vern 
Bennett Fund for Innovative Technology.  

http://boulgerfuneralhome.com/obituaries/dr-vern-bennett/
https://www.inforum.com/news/4655375-Consensus-builder-listener-charmer-Vern-Bennett-remembered-for-his-community-leadership
https://www.inforum.com/news/4685715-Shaw-Longest-serving-Fargo-school-superintendent-Cass-County-commissioner-dies-at-86

