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Student Discipline Policy Changes 
 

Last year, I wrote a cabinet column about the formation of Fargo Public Schools’ safety committee, which 
brought together staff members from various roles across the district to collectively address challenges 
involving safety in FPS.  

 
The primary purpose of the safety committee is to address challenges and safety-related concerns.  The items 
addressed in the committee’s first year were those presented during the four listening sessions held in the 
summer of 2018 and in that were raised through a survey sent to all staff members in fall 2018. The two primary 
objectives of the committee during the 2018-19 school year were:  

1. to define safety and identify challenges and solutions to address the needs of students that show complex 
behaviors in the classroom, and;  

2. to develop recommendations for presentation to our School Board in December 2018. 
 

This school year, the Safety Committee took on an additional responsibility of collectively updating two 
Administrative Policies: Suspension and Expulsion (AP 6330) and Student Behavior, Discipline, and Reporting 
(AP 6310). While the updates to AP 6330 (Suspension and Expulsion) can be considered minor, the updates the 
AP 6310 (Student Behavior, Discipline, and Reporting) can be considered more significant. 

  
Some of the notable changes to AP 6310 (Student Behavior, Discipline, and Reporting) are as follows:  

• The committee reduced repetitive and non-aligned information in the policy’s Purpose statement. 
• Minor changes were made to pages one and two, such as the addition of a policy reference in the 

Prohibited Disciplinary Actions section. 
• The Restraint Policy 6250 is now referenced.  
• On pages three through five, major reformatting was completed on both Behavior Response Tables for 

minors and majors.  
 

The Safety Committee is recommending the two next steps:  
1. Administrators provide an update of AP 6310 and AP 6250 during fall workshops and allow for 

questions and clarification from staff.  
2. All staff use consistent language across all grades on how to classify incidents as minors and majors.  

 
Please take the time to review the two new updated policies and ask Safety Committee representatives or 
administrators any questions you have. I would like to thank all the members of the Safety Committee who 
worked collaboratively on updating these policies as part of the Fargo Public School’s continuous improvement 
cycle.  
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