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From the Cabinet 

By FPS Associate Superintendent Dr. Robert Grosz 

 

I Want to Be a Teacher - Education Pathway 

 
Fargo Public Schools and the Cass County Career and Technical Education Center are thrilled to announce the launch of 

the high school “Education Pathway.”  The Education Pathway is comprised of a series of elective courses under the 

Human Services Career Cluster and Career and Technical Education (CTE) Family and Consumer Sciences (FACS) 

program. The Education Pathway includes courses such as:  

• Intro to Education, Child Development, Educating the Exceptional Students, Early Childhood Education, and 

Parenting  

• Courses expose students to career opportunities in education from para educator to teacher to administration. 

To make this vision a reality, schools in the Cass County Career and Technical Education Consortium have joined forces 

with Valley City State University (VCSU) to launch “Intro to Education.” The VCSU EDUC250 is a foundational 

teaching course at VCSU, and other universities across North Dakota.  Masters level FACS teachers are leading the 

charge to design and implement the new Intro to Education course. 

 

“I can’t believe we are going to start our career today. I’m so excited to be a teacher and visit classrooms.”  

Intro to Education Student – Day 1 

 

The “Intro to Education” course will give high school learners the opportunity to investigate teaching, not from the lens of 

a student, but as a future professional in the education field. Throughout the semester, the following essential learning 

outcomes will address: 

• Qualities and requirements to work in education 

• Historical foundations of education 

• Factors that affect schools (governing bodies, funding, social impact, etc.) 

• Physical and cognitive development of learners 

• Diversity in the classroom 

• Learn and deliver a standards-based lesson 

• Connect teaching strategies to student engagement 

• Effective use of technology in teaching and learning 

• Design assessments to measure student learning 

• Complete 30 hours of classroom observations to reflect on teaching 

In the past, we have assumed students may consider pursuing a career in education, by encouragement from a family 

member, through personal classroom experiences, volunteering in Junior Educators of Tomorrow, or from influence from 

an admired teacher or coach. Although this has motivated some learners, we have missed the mark in providing students 

with a more intentional investigation of the teaching profession.  

 

The Education Pathway is designed to develop an understanding of the teaching profession and provide real-world 

experiences to high schoolers. Early involvements may help high school students better reflect on themselves and the 

reality of teaching as a career. 

 
 


