
 

 

Technical Theater 
By Andy Segal, FPS Technical Theater Coordinator 

Theater Technicians Bring Stories to Life 
 
As you stroll past one of Fargo 
Public Schools’ theaters, you 
will likely hear the sounds of 
saws, drills, hammers, and of 
course, performers emoting. 
These sounds signal that a new 
year has begun in the FPS 
theater departments.  

Not all theater magic happens 
on stage. A critical element of 
most theatrical experiences 
happens behind the scenes 
through technical designs, 
construction, and mood altering 
lighting and sound elements. At 
Fargo Public Schools, technical theater students, 
commonly referred to as, “techies,” play a crucial 
role in bringing theater to life. 

“We build the sets, hang the lights and operate a 
wide variety of audio equipment,” Davies High 
School and Discovery Middle School Assistant 
Technical Director Brian Lynch said. “There are 
opportunities for all kinds of students with every 
possible skill set.” 

To better understand the techies’ involvement, start 
by imagining a performance that takes place in 
total darkness, where those seated in the first few 
rows clearly hear the actors but those further back 
do not. Setting the set aside, pun intended, without 
lights and sound, most audience members would 
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lose interest during those first few critical 
moments of a performance. In fact, a darkened, 
soundless theater could be considered 
dramatic, but not necessarily theatrical 
because most plays require lights, sound, set, 
costumes and props to help provide that 
theatricality. 

One show is not like another. Different 
directors focus on different aspects of a show. 
One director might envision a performance of 
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” in 
a modern high school, and another in 
traditional Elizabethan England. It’s the 
technical students, with the guidance of the 
show’s stage director and the show’s technical 
director, that create that fictional universe. 
Sometimes show deadlines are only a few 
weeks, while other times the tech crew have 
months to build the imaginary world. Whatever 
the deadline, it’s the technician’s job to bring 
the director’s vision to fruition.  

Sure,  the “techie” will get their name in the program and some indirect applause, but their true 
enjoyment comes from stretching their creativity and applying learned skills to a significant team 
project, as well as spending time with people who share their interests.  

“I am friends with most of the people there, and I am comfortable in the physical theater space,” 
North High School sophomore Katherin Briggs said. 

This comradery exists not only among other technical students and staff, but also with the actors 
and artistic team.  

This fun, comradery-filled extracurricular activity is only made better by providing a safe working 
environment for everyone involved, as safety is the bedrock of technical theater. Goggles, gloves, 
safety cables, safety guidelines, undistracted sawing, proper work clothes, sturdy engineering, and 
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much more contribute to 
the safety of students 
participating in the shows, 
as well as audience 
members being safely 
entertained.  

In our technical theater 
programs throughout the 
district, students are 
provided educational 
training in the technical 
areas of their choosing. 
These areas include such 
things as set and prop 
construction, lighting, 
sound, stage management, 
and even costuming.  

“These skills will help me to think out solutions to problems and better make split-second 
decisions,” Davies High School sophomore CJ Aberle said. 

Students can learn important life skills, which can be used while in high school, college, and 
beyond. Many FPS students participate in the local theater scene outside of school, as they branch 
out into community events. In addition, the skills our technical students learn are sought at all 
levels of potential careers, including theater, concerts, symphonies, sporting events, engineering, 
science, and entrepreneurship.   

Currently, more than one hundred techie students participate in FPS’ technical theater programs. 
Led by Lynch (Davies High School & Discovery Middle School), Phillip Godel (South High School 
and Carl Ben Eielson), and David Harvey (North High School and Ben Franklin Middle School), 
those students have put in countless hours to create incredible art. We applaud the dedication of 
these students, and we are excited to experience the theatrical universe they have been working 
so hard to unveil during their upcoming shows. Support these technicians, the performers, and 
the theatre programs they are part of during the 2022-23 school year of performances throughout 
the District.    
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The high school fall line-up includes: 

• Rosencrantz & Guildenstern are Dead at Davies High School, November 3-6. Purchase tickets 
here. 

• Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat at Fargo North High School, November 17-
21. Purchase tickets here. 

• Beauty and The Beast at Fargo South High School Theatre, December 8-11. Purchase tickets 
here. 

Look for additional information about middle school theater opportunities, as well as our 
winter/spring plays, musicals and numerous opportunities at Trollwood Performing Arts School 
during the 2023 summer. 

https://ci.ovationtix.com/35470/production/1129054?promo=RG_COMP
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35470/production/1129054?promo=RG_COMP
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35470/production/1139564?promo=DreamCoatComps
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35470/production/1139568?promo=BeautyComps
https://ci.ovationtix.com/35470/production/1139568?promo=BeautyComps
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