
 

New Administrator Profile 
Dr. Justin Lien, Explorer Academy Principal 

 
Employee Since: 2020 
 
 
1. Why did you initially want to get into the field of education? 

My mom worked as a vocational center supervisor for adults with disabilities. While growing up, I spent a 
lot of time attending events such as the Special Olympics and numerous extracurricular activities, which I 
loved. In high school, I was afforded field experience opportunities in different environments, working with 
students and adults with disabilities. It is through those experiences that I found my calling and passion 
for working with students with unique abilities. I love being an advocate for them and working alongside 
like-minded educational warriors that strive for equity. 

 
2. What did you do before accepting your most current position? 

I lived and worked in Washington, D.C. from 2006 to 2020 after attending undergrad at Minnesota State 
University Moorhead. During that time, I worked in residential, private, public, charter, and district office 
educator and leadership positions. I joined Fargo Public Schools in July 2020 and most recently held the 
position of Assistant Director, Student Supports at the FPS District Office. 
 

3. What do you like to do outside of work? 
Moving back to the Midwest, I am amplifying my time being outdoors and I especially love time at the lake 
cabin kayaking and swimming, as well as riding bike and connecting with local friends. 

 
4. Tell us about your family. 

My family is a large part of my life and a reason for transitioning back to the area. My parents live in rural 
Harvey, ND. The rest of my extended family is dispersed throughout the state. 

 
5. What about FPS makes you most proud? 

Joining FPS during a pandemic has been a unique time to transition into a new role. I am most proud of 
the leaders, teachers, and staff that have demonstrated grit during last year and this upcoming school year. 
FPS staff have persevered through some very new educational platforms and challenges. I am excited for 
FPS students, families, and staff as we embark on this new journey opening the Explorer Academy this fall. 

 


