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Internationally Acclaimed Band Clinician at South High 
 
Trumpeter Charles Lazarus is a multi-faceted performer, composer, 
producer, and band leader whose international career has included 
tenures in Dallas Brass, Meridian Arts Ensemble, Canadian Brass, and the 
Minnesota Orchestra. He has soloed with orchestras and ensembles 
throughout North America and has performed and taught master classes 
in every U.S. state, Canada, South America, and throughout Europe and 
Asia. He has performed with Barry White and Joe Williams and has 
opened for Tony Bennett. He is a Yamaha artist and currently serves as 
adjunct faculty at the University of Minnesota School of Music. 

On September 15 he was in Fargo teaching in band classes at South High School.  

Lazarus performed several of his own compositions for 
the South band students (who are in grades 9 through 
12) while teaching his master class. His lessons were 
geared towards how to practice efficiently, which he 
demonstrated on his instrument. “I hope the students 
understand that even amazing musicians like [Lazarus], 
start off in their school band program like them,” shared 
Sebastian Tackling, South band instructor. 

During his masterclass Lazarus also talked about the 
impact participating in music has on the students’ 
futures. He shared his experience of how he became a 
professional musician and where a career in music has 
taken him. 

“It’s important for students to experience guest lecturers and clinicians because it puts into 
perspective the work they are doing in the classroom and how it links to the world outside of 
their school. It also gives the students a glimpse of what they could do with their talents and hard  
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work in the future,” said Ainsley Rentfrow, FPS Performing Arts Curriculum Specialist. “These 
students heard how Mr. Lazarus went from a middle school band student to a professional 
musician and what he needed to do to achieve this. He focused on perseverance and hard work, 
as well as collaboration. He also shared how music benefits people in so many ways.” 

Tackling extends special thanks to Fargo Public Schools and the South High Booster Club for 
sponsoring the Yamaha Master Class with Charles Lazarus. “I hope the students take away that 
there is a very high level of musicianship that they can achieve. Typically, students are exposed to 
the level of talent that we have in our immediate community on a regular basis. A master class 
with someone of Chuck’s caliber is eye opening, even for me,” said Tackling.    

In addition to his performance and teaching experiences, Lazarus has created and produced 
crossover orchestral shows featuring his various ensembles with which he has also released four 
CDs and a children's animated short film. Click the link to read Charles Lazarus’ full biography. 

(South High photo courtesy Ainsley Rentfrow) 
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