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Gifted Services 
By Ann Duchscher, K – 12 Gifted Services Specialist  

 

Closing Excellence and Opportunity Gaps for Students from  
Traditionally Underserved Populations in Gifted Education 

Fargo Public Schools values academic achievement and growth for its students. Our District’s strategic 
initiatives make this goal a commitment: first, that all students, regardless of background, deserve 
academic growth; and second, that all students deserve rigorous, effective, and relevant instruction from 
highly qualified teachers. Gifted students are part of this commitment. They are no different than their 
peers when considering their continued growth and achievement. Many gifted students are already 
manifesting performance and achievement that is beyond their grade level. In step with the District, 
growth and challenge have been the ultimate goals of the District’s Gifted Services program, as well.  
The challenge for Gifted Services, and by extension the District, is how to address the problem of gifted 
students who are not manifesting achievement because they are not being identified. 

FPS Gifted Services has historically relied on achievement and student performance data to identify and 
serve gifted students within the District. These assessments depend on the acquisition of formal learning 
in school or home and measure the degree to which a student can show what they have learned. In 
essence, these assessments are measures of manifest talent. However, children from households with 
less or different educational and social capital may have fewer opportunities to turn gifted potential into 
manifest giftedness.  For example, their social capital may include a home rich in multiple languages yet 
none of those languages may be English. Therefore, their social capital may not be called upon to 
present itself when it comes to English-based assessments. 

The traditional identification process does not provide opportunity for finding gifted students within 
certain demographic populations. This is also true of many gifted programs across the nation. As a result, 
many gifted students are under identified and underserved. During the varied learning models used 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, these disparities were amplified, and the same students lost opportunity 
to grow even further for the same reasons.  

In the spring of 2021, FPS Gifted Services applied for a small portion of the Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER) dollars given to school districts by the federal government to 
provide emergency relief funds to address the impact that Covid has had and continues to have on 
learning. Funding granted to the program will, as the title states, strive to close excellence and 
opportunity gaps for students from traditionally underserved populations in our gifted education model.  
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Gifted Services, continued 

 

The ultimate goals of this project are to: 

● Provide equitable identification and services across all elementary schools. All FPS gifted 
students, regardless of their building, could demonstrate high levels of performance and show 
academic growth that is commensurate with their potential. 

● Provide early programming that would find underrepresented and underserved gifted students 
and accelerate their strengths to regular programming. 

 

This would be accomplished by: 

● Implementing early parallel gifted programming. This programming would use alternative 
identification measures to find giftedness in underrepresented populations including: 

○ Using building norms on assessments (over district or national norms);  
○ Teaching whole classroom enrichment and small group lessons to teach and assess 

thinking skills in the primary grades. 
○ Adopting a method of universal screening. 

● Providing equitable services across all elementary schools. This includes equitable FTEs and 
equitable service time for students. 

● Providing pull out services that accelerate student strengths through targeted instruction with 
differentiated, rigorous, and accelerated curriculum designed for gifted learners. 

 

Indeed, the goals feel enormous, but gifted educators and stakeholders know we owe our students an 
equitable opportunity to demonstrate their giftedness. Further, we believe this is achievable so long as 
we keep research-based best practices at the center of the work and continually use data to inform our 
program model. 

 


