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Superintendent Lunchroom Visit 
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North Dakota Superintendent Kirsten Baesler Visits  
Ed Clapp Elementary Lunchroom 

 
Fargo Public Schools (FPS) has made many 
adjustments to keep kids safe in response to 
COVID-19, and North Dakota Superintendent 
Kirsten Baeslar says she is proud of the work 
the FPS Nutrition Services team has done. She 
visited Ed Clapp elementary on September 14 
to see the changes herself. 
 
When students walk into the lunchroom, it’s a 
much different process than they have 
experienced in the past. They wear masks, line 
up 6 feet apart and use hand sanitizer. They 
then take turns walking through the kitchen 
to get their trays of food. To help eliminate 
the spread of germs, many food items are 
individually packaged, right down to small 
containers of water. Nutrition Service workers 
then serve most of the food options to 
students to reduce contact. 

Superintendent Kirsten Baesler, Nutrition Services Director Cindy 
Hogenson, Ed Clapp Principal Jennifer Schuldheisz and FPS 
Superintendent Rupak Gandhi discuss changes in the lunchroom. 

Superintendent Baesler says, “Our food 
service people are our heroes. They have 
adjusted on the fly.” She goes on to say, “I saw 
all of those people happily, busily smiling and 
loving their work. The joy that our food service 
people bring to our children and the joy that 
they bring to their work is never changing.” 

Once students get their food, they spread out 
through the cafeteria or go to their classroom 
to eat. This keeps capacity in the lunchroom 
much lower, limiting the potential spread of 
germs. 
 
With all the new procedures and changes to 
daily life, Superintendent Baesler has been 
impressed with how well students have 
adjusted to the new normal. She says, “I’m so 
proud that I see these students doing their 
job.” 

Students eat lunch while socially distanced at tables with their 
masks by their side. 


