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Fostering Teacher Growth and Relationships 
 
During at least one point in our lives, we have all 
been new somewhere or to something. Often, 
that fresh start can be challenging to navigate. 
To make this process easier for new teachers, 
Fargo Public Schools (FPS) has extensive 
mentorship programs to accelerate their talents. 
 
FPS offers a continuum of support for teachers. 
Experienced educators have the option to mentor 
new teachers and student teachers. They also 
have the option to become an Advanced 
Cooperating Teacher or Advanced Cooperating 
Mentor with additional training. Through the 
process, these veteran educators help new 
teachers tackle the steep learning curve they face 
when they first enter their classrooms. Mentors 
meet regularly with mentees to observe teaching 
methods. They then review the findings together 
and set goals. 
 
Mentor Program Facilitator Joy-el Johnsen says, 
“A teacher’s job is so complex. A mentor has to 
balance not only emotional support but a deep 
look into planning instruction and receiving 
effective feedback to accelerate teacher 
practice.” 

FPS believes these models of mentorship 
ultimately benefit students. When youth are 
taught by teachers who receive comprehensive 
support, their education and knowledge retention 
abilities grow. 

North High School Teacher Michelle Bertsch says, 
“It has been an honor and a blessing to mentor a 
student teacher this fall. We made a great team, 
sharing successes and continually reflecting on 
areas where we could both improve.” 
 
Centennial Elementary School Student 
Performance Strategist Misty Miller says, “It’s 
easy to become overwhelmed in a district this 
size. The FPS mentoring program offers new 
teachers a go-to person to help navigate the first 
two years of an educator’s career.” 
 
Beyond mentorship programs, FPS also offers 
educators instructional coaching and a variety of 
professional development opportunities. 

Centennial 2020-21 Mentors: Misty Miller, Bethany Cromwell, 
Lauren Grove, Taylor How, and Kristen Knudsen. Not available 

for picture: Jacob Lee and Brianna Wierschke. 

North Teacher Michelle Bertsch with Student 
Teacher Elizabeth Bitzan. 


