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Eagles Students Reunite with Touchmark Residents 
 
Eagles Elementary School students and 
teachers were finally reunited with their 
Adopt-A-School partners at Touchmark at 
Harwood Groves after spending more than a 
year apart because of the pandemic. 
Kindergarteners recently had the opportunity 
to visit the assisted living center to decorate 
walkways with chalk art. 
 
Kindergarten Teachers Heidi Meline and 
Cynthia Wieland came up with the idea for 
the service project as COVID-19 cases 
decreased and the weather became warmer. 
On May 13, their classes walked down the 
block to create chalk drawings on the 
sidewalk outside of the lunch area as 
residents watched. 

 

Meline says, “Students loved being creative 
making chalk art and knowing the ‘grandmas 
and grandpas’ who live there would get to 
see their work. They had fun working 
collaboratively with classmates to spread a 
little joy and kindness.” 
 
But the happiness and entertainment didn’t 
end with art. Touchmark Life Enrichment 
Director Anna St. Amant says, “At one point, a 
resident stepped out on her patio, and when 
a student saw her, he yelled to his 
classmates, ‘There’s a grandma!’ Mrs. Weiland 
led the class in singing her a song. It was 
absolutely wonderful to watch her light up!” 
 
Eagles and Touchmark have been Adopt-A-
School partners since the elementary school 
opened in 2016. During normal years, 
students and staff members frequently visit 
Touchmark to participate in a variety of 
activities with the residents. The partnership  Students decorate garden bricks with chalk. 

Kindergarteners draw art along sidewalk. 
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 is a unique experience for kids to develop 
life skills, show kindness and compassion, 
and bring joy to the residents. 
 
Meline says, “Typically, residents or staff 
from Touchmark are at Eagles volunteering 
as lunch or reading buddies, or classes are 
visiting there on a regular basis. Each 
classroom visits there at least once a year to 
do a project together like play bingo, deliver 
artwork, or perform for residents. We look 
forward to being able to visit in person 
again.” 
 
Fargo Public Schools hopes to safely return 
to field trips during the 2021-22 school year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

About the Adopt-A-School Program 
The Adopt-A-School program matches 
individual schools with area businesses, 
services clubs, colleges, universities, and 
other organizations. These partnerships bring 
business employees and community 
members into schools to assist with reading 
programs, tutoring, career awareness, special 
events, mentoring, extra-curricular clubs, 
community service projects, field trips and 
other activities. The program is a "win-win" 
situation for all involved. The focus of the 
program is to tap into the wealth of expertise 
in the community and foster relationships 
between students and caring adults. Kindergarteners pose for group picture at Touchmark. 

Student draws rainbow with chalk on sidewalk. 


