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National Foreign Language Week 
 
Fargo Public Schools (FPS) is celebrating National Foreign Language Week, which runs March 8 through 
March 12. FPS offers a variety of classes in our world language department including the study of French, 
German, Latin, and Spanish. Additionally, students can earn a Seal of Biliteracy from the State of North 
Dakota, which is included on their diploma. Learning a new language has many professional, personal, and 
educational benefits. It allows students to connect with other cultures, gain perspective, and potentially 
advance careers with an added skillset. Data also shows that students who study a second language have 
increased SAT/ACT test scores. Along with our celebration of foreign languages, FPS applauds our talented 
teachers who inspire students to learn a new language. Here are quotes from some of these teachers from 
across the District who wanted to share details about why they love their jobs: 
 
I love working with students and sharing my 
passion for learning language and culture with 
them. The favorite part of my job is when I see a 
student make a connection and a lightbulb goes off. 
When you learn a language, it's like having a secret 
key to the world around you. You start seeing 
connections everywhere and it unlocks so many 
opportunities and experiences. 

- Kendra Hansen, Davies and South High 
Schools, Latin 

One of the best parts of teaching a language is 
being able to work with the same students for 
several years and to really get to know them. I love 
having the chance to help them see a bigger world 
beyond Fargo and to give them a life skill that can 
serve them for their entire future. When they take 
the Spanish that they learned in the classroom and 
use it in life and it becomes a real thing for them 
and not just an abstract idea in a textbook, that is a 
moment of joy. Then they understand that they 
have obtained a skill that can be used everywhere! 

- Jaclyn Petik, South High School, Spanish 
 
I enjoy helping students discover and develop an 
interest in a subject they didn't know they had. I 
most enjoy seeing the spark when students begin to 
understand new concepts/ideas. To study languages 
is to also study the culture of the people who 
speak/spoke that language. Studying languages can 
help students have a view of the world around 
them. 

- Grant Kraft, Carl Ben Eielson and Discover 
Middle Schools, Latin and World 
Language Survey 
 

*Continued on page 2 
North High School Spanish class made masks to celebrate 

Dia de los Muertos. 
Photo courtesy: Helene Zelaya, November 2020 
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, continued 

 I really enjoy teaching 8th grade because it is the 
students' first real experience learning Spanish. I 
think it is very important to build a strong 
foundation that includes learning about culture and 
how knowing another language can impact the 
students' lives and future careers or opportunities. I 
also have the opportunity to travel with high school 
students to Spain every other summer. Since many 
of these students were my students in 8th grade, it 
is amazing to see how their skills have improved 
and how they are able to use the language in 
another country. 

- James Urlacher, Discovery Middle School, 
Spanish 

 
There is nothing more rewarding than watching 
students grow to learn and love a new language 
and culture. Seeing my students get excited about 
learning and exploring German helps get me 
excited about teaching it. It is truly a blessing to be 
able to work with so many great students and 
colleagues as well! 

- Toby Kindem, Discovery Middle School 
and Davies High School, German 

 

I love that every day is different when you are 
working with so many unique individuals. My 
favorite thing is watching students have fun and 
learn at the same time. Being a language teacher is 
great because there are endless possibilities for 
engaging students in learning language and culture. 

- Liz Berreth, Davies High School, Spanish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the best parts of teaching is seeing students 
come out of their shell as they grow more in the 
language. At the beginning of the year, many 
students are unsure and timid when using the 
language; as students grow in community and 
comfortability with their classmates, they start to 
flourish, want to use the language and start asking 
more and more questions! 

- Margrit Johannesson, Ben Franklin and 
Discovery Middle Schools, French and 
World Language Survey 

 
I love teaching French at all levels! One of my 
favorite things about teaching is showing others my 
passions and being able to see their passion grow 
about the language and culture! I also love being 
able to see the progression of confidence and their 
level of language! 

- Amanda Soeder, Discovery Middle School 
and Davies High School, French and 
World Language Survey 

 
I love teaching Spanish! The students are amazing 
and each day bring a smile to my face. Since 
language teaching is so interactive and 
communicative, I get to see students grow in their 
confidence, knowledge and friendships. The 

competitive spirit of kids shines through as they 
work in teams to demonstrate their knowledge; 
sometimes, I get the same thrill watching them 
compete in a game of charades as I do watching 
athletic events. Class periods fly by, and the day is 
over before I know it. 

- Julie Parrow, North High School, Spanish 


