
 

1 

Classroom Activity 

©2021 Fargo Public Schools 

Virtual Visit with Governor Doug Burgum 
 
There may be a few more aspiring politicians 
at Clara Barton Elementary School after a 
unique experience. Mrs. Kristen Scholand’s 
fourth grade class recently had a video call 
with North Dakota Governor Doug Burgum.  
 

On February 26, the governor held an online 
meeting with students to give them an 
insider’s point of view of government and 
leadership. The virtual visit was an 
extraordinary addition to the class’s normal 
curriculum for fourth graders at Fargo Public 
Schools. Every year, students study the state 
of North Dakota. Topics include geography, 
regions, cities, government, and the 
economy. Normally, curriculum comes from 
the North Dakota Studies and Studies Weekly 
publications. This year, Mrs. Scholand was 
offered the opportunity via connections with 
the Governor’s office. 

During the visit, Governor Burgum detailed 
what his job entails. Students were then able 
to ask him several questions. Here’s a 
synopsis of their conversation: 
 
“What is the hardest part of being governor?” 
While it would be safe to say that state 
leadership has many difficult aspects, 
Governor Burgum expressed that there is 
never enough time to do everything. 
 
“Do you have a lot of meetings?” 
Short answer: Yes. Nearly every day is filled 
with them. Governor Burgum shared that he 
has a lot of meetings that are planned out, 
sometimes a year in advance, but some come 
with hardly any notice during emergencies. 
 

Mrs. Scholand and class pose with Governor Burgum 
during video chat interview. 

Students listen to Governor Burgum speak about his job. 

Continued on page 2… 



 

2 

Classroom Activity, cont. 

, continued 

 

“We aren’t old enough to vote, but is there 
anything we can do to express our opinions 
and make our voices heard?” 
Profound question! Governor Burgum was 
excited about this inquiry and told students 
that their voices matter. He instructed them 
to share their opinions with their parents and 
make sure their parents vote. He also 
recommended they write letters to their local 
legislators. 
 
“Do you know what kind of taxes we have in 
North Dakota?” 
You betcha. Governor Burgum gave students 
a rundown about local sales tax, property 
tax, and oil tax. In fact, he told them that 
75% of school budget funds in North Dakota 
come from oil tax. 
 
“Have you ever met a president before?” 
Governor Burgum made students feel very 
special with his answer to this question. He 

shared that he prioritized the students and 
President of the United States that week. Not 
even 24 hours before their chat, he was on a 
video conference with President Joe Biden. 
Governor Burgum also explained that he has 
met several other presidents. 
 
“If you could choose to change one thing 
about North Dakota, what would it be?” 
Tough and loaded question. Governor 
Burgum was a bit stumped by this on at first. 
He then shared that he wishes he could 
figure out a way to make sure all students in 
the state receive a great education that is 
beyond imagination. 
 
After such an informational conversation 
with the governor, Clara Barton students had 
a much deeper understanding and interest in 
government. And after all those hard-hitting 
questions, if they aren’t interested in working 
in government, they might just want to 
consider a career in political journalism. 

Students listen to Governor Burgum speak about his job. 

Students listen to Governor Burgum speak about his job. 


