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Davies Wind Ensemble Plays for State of the State Address 
 
The memories from a recent band performance 
will likely last a lifetime for many Davies High 
School students. The wind ensemble played 
music for the North Dakota State of the State 
Address, which was delivered by Governor Doug 
Burgum on January 5, 2021 at the Capitol in 
Bismarck. Earlier this year, the Davies Wind 
Ensemble was chosen as the 2020 Governor’s 
Band, and this concert was part of that honor. 
 
This year, just like most other public events, the 
North Dakota State of the State Address was 
altered from its original format. To accommodate 
for safety, the 47 students from the wind 
ensemble recorded a full performance in the 
Davies High School gymnasium while social 
distancing and using music PPE. They played a 
selection of patriotic songs including “This Is My 
Country,” “Hymn to the Fallen,” “Armed Forces on 
Parade,” and several others. 

Davies High School Wind Ensemble Director 
Darcy Brandenburg says, “I am so amazed by my 
students every day. I feel the band students are 
our shining stars of tomorrow. They are some of 
the most intelligent, hardest working, most kind 
people I know.” 
 
A small selection of students also received the 
honor of attending and playing at the State of 
the State Address in person. Ten saxophone 
players were allowed to attend and play at the 
Governor’s Office.  

Davies Wind Ensemble Student Adam Bendewald 
says, “When realizing just what a complete honor 
it was to be recognized as the Governor’s Band 
and that so few that are selected to carry that 
title was a truly amazing feeling.” 
 
The Davies Wind Ensemble was chosen as the 
Governor’s Band in June of 2020. Governor’s 
Bands are also historically invited to play at other 
official state functions  

Saxophone players from Davies Wind Ensemble gather at 
Capitol for performance. 
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Davies High School Wind Ensemble records 
 State of the State Address performance.  
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