
 

 

Career & Technical Education 
By Dr. Denise Jonas, Director of Career & Technical Education 

Discover Your Entrepreneurial Mindset and Leadership 
 

Are you an entrepreneur? 
When you were in school or even as an adult, 
did you ever consider starting your own 
company or managing a business? Was the word 
“start-up” in your vocabulary, or did you ever 
think about having an entrepreneur’s mindset? I 
must confess, these ideas were not on my radar 
as a high school student, yet an entrepreneurial 
spirit and start-up attitude was all around me 
growing up on the farm, I just didn’t realize it! 
 
When I Was Seven! 
In reflection, my first start-up company launched at the age of seven. My mother instructed my older 
sister, my twin brother, and me to “go outside and do something!” I might add, with two seven-year-
olds and one perceived 10-year-old leader, mom also included two critical directives: 1) do not hurt 
each other, and 2) do not break anything!  
 
With that inspiration, we went to the garbage, scavenged for some old cereal boxes, soup cans, pop-
bottles, and other assorted junk, loaded our wagon, and headed down the gravel drive. We stopped at 
the abandoned chicken coup, unloaded our possessions, and opened “Randle’s Grocery.” As 
youngsters, our creativity, teamwork, and never-ending ideas kept us busy, not only for one afternoon, 
but for the next two months! As a bonus, no one got hurt! 
 
Discover Marketing Education! 
Fargo Public Schools high school learners have a considerable edge to explore their entrepreneurial 
mindset and management skills through Career and Technical Education (CTE) pathways in Marketing 
Education and Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) co-curricular activities. Students can 
elect to enroll in Entertainment and Sports Marketing, Management/Entrepreneurship, Marketing, and 
Store Manager. Students can expect hands-on projects, market planning creation, virtual simulations, 
promotional campaigns, advertising, pricing, product development, management, and leadership 
development activities. In 2021-2022, South High School will also be piloting courses in Hospitality & 
Tourism Marketing and Social Media Marketing due to workforce demands and advertising trends. 

https://www.fargo.k12.nd.us/Page/487
https://www.fargo.k12.nd.us/Page/487
https://www.deca.org/
https://www.deca.org/
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DECA and Student Leadership 
Beyond the classroom, Marketing Education students are encouraged 
to become DECA leaders. In November, Fargo DECA Chapters 
celebrated all-things DECA during National DECA Month and 
membership promotions during DECA Week. Students participated by 
sharing their favorite DECA story, creating membership activities, and 
completing community service projects.  
 

Combining marketing concepts and leadership is the backbone of DECA community service. One 
example is the Fargo North High School DECA Chapter’s participation in West Acres’ annual event “It’s 
a Wonderful Night.” Students support this exclusive November shopping event by donating their time 
and promoting tickets sales, which allow buyers to donate ticket sales to the charity of choice. West 
Acres has been so impressed with North High’s DECA members that they have requested student 
assistance to train dozens of volunteers as “Ticket-Takers.”  
 
Due to COVID-19, the 2020 event took on a new twist evolving to “It’s a Wonderful Week.” With an 
entrepreneurial mindset, this was not a problem, just a new strategy waiting to be developed. DECA 
promotional campaigns, project management, and leadership still took place, it just looked different. 
And for the North High DECA students, it was just another marketing education opportunity in their 
toolkit. It is evident from student comments below that this community service project influenced 
their lives, and the real experiences enriched learning. 
 

• “A great experience to get to know your chapter and even make some new friends! The event 
was also super fun to work at, and the shoppers were all friendly and excited to get discounts!” 
–Lydia F. 

• “Working ‘It’s a Wonderful Night’ was a great way to experience professional work in a hectic 
situation, taking tickets from people with a line out the door. I had such a fun time, and I 
would definitely do it again, if I had the chance.” –Ryann V. 

• “I worked at the ‘It’s a Wonderful Night” event last year, and it was super fun and such a great 
opportunity to get to interact with people from the Fargo-Moorhead area and greet them as 
they walked inside!” –Mackenzie A. 

• “Being a part of “It’s a Wonderful Night’ allows you to get out and experience our community 
coming together for a great cause and allow you to a part of it firsthand. It’s amazing to see all 
of the different community organizations, and to get to visit with many of their members to 
find more about each one.” –Elaina S. 

• “Assisting at the ‘It’s a Wonderful Night’ event has been a very festive and rewarding 
experience. Getting a chance to volunteer at this holiday shopping event has been a valuable 
opportunity to learn about fundraising and to get me in the holiday spirit!” –Julia Z. 
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Although my entrepreneurial experience did not expand beyond my seven-year-old summer 
imagination with Randle’s Grocery, it did set the stage for creativity, risk-taking, and teamwork later in 
my life. Fortunately, for the students in Fargo Public Schools, Marketing Education and DECA could set 
the stage for a real start-up experience or management role. If you know students who you are 
looking to get their entrepreneurial mindset in gear, connect them with their school’s marketing 
education teacher, counselor, or principal to get started on their path in 2020-2021! 


