
 

 

Instructional Resources 
By Amy Soma, Instructional Resources & Library Coordinator 

National Library Week 2021: 
Welcome to Your Library 

 
April 4-10 is National Library Week and this year’s theme, “Welcome to Your Library,” promotes the 
idea that libraries extend far beyond the four walls of a building. While this concept is not new to 
modern library services, it has never been more accurate or more worthy of celebration than it is this 
year! In honor of the hard-working Fargo Public Schools (FPS) library & technology team, I’d like to 
use this opportunity to celebrate some of their many accomplishments of the past year. 
 
Elementary 1:1 Deployment & Support 
As FPS rolled out 1:1 computing in grades 6-12, we used a very deliberate and phased roll out plan 
that included increased staffing and teacher professional development. COVID-19 and remote 
learning eliminated the opportunity for this roll out method in elementary schools. The elementary 
librarians and instructional resources library assistants answered the call to support teachers and 
students with technology with as much calm and structure as possible considering the circumstances! 
From attending Seesaw training in the summer, to offering Seesaw training and support to teachers 
and parents in the fall, to troubleshooting a constant barrage of technology problems that 
continues to the present day, the elementary library team has flexed their tech muscles this year so 
that students can learn in school or at home. 
 

Fun Fact: In the month of March, elementary libraries logged 147 hours of point of need 
technology support, answering 555 technology related questions. 

 
Teacher iPads 
Federal funding for education expenses related to remote learning and the COVID-19 pandemic 
allowed the District to purchase iPads and Apple Pencils for K-12 teachers, administrators, and 
specialists. Instructional technology coaches and librarians collaboratively planned asynchronous iPad 
training via Google Classroom and rolled out that training District-wide. In addition, they offered in 
person iPad training and support. They also arranged virtual training with Apple Education specialists 
during district professional development days. 
 
Canvas Implementation 
This spring, the secondary library & technology team has been busy learning about Canvas Learning 
Management System and preparing spring and summer learning opportunities for teachers. They have 
been essential in evaluating various learning management systems and advising in the decision-
making process. The purchase of Canvas is a huge change for FPS, but rest assured that this amazing 
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crew of people will be by your side each step of the way as we transition to this new platform next 
fall. 
 
Reading 
On Saturday, March 14, 2020, at the start of the pandemic, I sent an email to District librarians 
encouraging them to get as many students as they could into the library on the following Monday. 
The goals were to ignore checkout limits and get large amounts of reading materials into homes in 
case we had to close schools, as other states were doing. Unfortunately, that turned out to be too  
little, too late. So, the library team pivoted to promoting ebooks and supporting students and families 
with accessing digital library resources. FPS libraries have been developing a quality ebook collection 
since 2013, but nothing prepared us for the volume of ebook reading we’ve seen in the past year! Last 
March, we put all remaining book funds into purchasing more ebooks and have continued to beef up 
our ebook collection the entire school year. In addition, we’ve been able to partner with the Fargo 
Public Library. This allows students to access their ebook collection without a public library card 
while using the same reading app (Sora) they use in school. Library spaces may have been closed last 
spring, but a pesky little pandemic can’t stop students from reading and learning! 
 

Fun Facts: 
This school year, FPS students and staff have checked out over 15,000 ebooks and digital 
audio books from our ebook collection and over 5,300 ebooks from Fargo Public Library. If you 
like numbers and live data, check out our ebook dashboard and watch the numbers flip in real 
time as students checkout ebooks! 

 
Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion 
Whether it is assuring that all students have access to computing devices and internet service at home 
or building library collections that allow students from diverse backgrounds and experiences see 
themselves reflected and valued in their schools and libraries, the library team members are 
committed to serving and advocating for all students. 
 
As a final nod to the extension of libraries beyond the physical space, I’d like to give a special thanks 
to our honorary library workers! Department of Instructional Resources office staff, net managers and 
help desk staff are an integral part of library operations, even if they aren’t officially library 
employees. The collegial relationship between the instructional resources and information technology 
departments helps create a seamless library and technology experience for students. 
 
Please join me in celebrating National Library Week by stopping by your library today and letting 
library staff (and honorary members) know how much you appreciate their commitment to student 
success. 

https://insights.overdrive.com/dashboards/0a7f71bf12cd4fafa49916bab246a2d2

