
 

 

English Learners 
By David Burkman, Woodrow Wilson High School Principal, EL Director 

Teamwork of Individuals 
 
Fargo Public Schools (FPS) has a team of more than 3,000 staff members who come together as a 
whole unit from smaller building teams and even smaller department and program teams. As 
individual parts of the full FPS team, we all have our own unique life stories with gifts, obstacles, 
passions, and dreams to share. FPS is blessed to have four excellent bilingual English leaner (EL) 
staff members on the middle school/high school EL Team. The EL department will be featuring 
them and their stories. The land of opportunity… 

 
Damber Subba; South High School EL Bilingual Para Educator 
 
Q1. Talk about your journey that brings you to being an EL bi-
lingual para at your school? 
In the 1990s, we were evicted from Bhutan. We came to Eastern Nepal 
and stayed there for almost two decades in one of the seven 
Bhutanese Refugee camps in Eastern Nepal. During our stay in the 
camp, I was working as a teacher since I had already completed a 
bachelor’s degree in education, which helped me to be more effective 
with our refugee students. We were tired of living in such a miserable, 
hopeless, and full of distress situation. It was from 2008, I think, the 
United States and other nations started to resettle Bhutanese Refugee 

to their country.  So, I choose to resettle in USA, the land of opportunity.  
 
In August 2010, we landed in Fargo. I started my job in one of the companies here in Fargo. When I 
would see students going to schools it reminded me of my job back in the camp. I would hear our 
students comparing school in USA with the school in the camp. They used to express the problems 
created by language barriers and cultural background. Parents would talk about their confusions with 
the school system here. I was always thinking of how these problems for newcomers could be solved. 
One day I met with my friend Mr. Prem who was already working in one of the FPS middle schools. He 
told me about the opening of the same job that he was doing, so thought this would be the great 
opportunity for me to help our students and parents. So, with Mr. Prem’s reference, Mrs. Vonnie Sanders 
interviewed and hired me. I am very lucky to be able to help great teachers, students, and parents. 
 
Q2. How many years have you been in this position?  
 I started my job in 2013, and now it’s eight years. 
 



 

 

English Learners, cont. 

Q3. Which language(s) do you speak? 
I speak Nepali, English, Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, Sadri (one of the regional languages of India) 
 
Q4. What are some of your favorite parts about your job with Fargo Public Schools? 
Some of my favorite parts about my job include the following: 

• Helping students of different cultural and environmental background. 
• Getting to know and learn about their culture and part of the world from where they come. 
• Watching their adaptation and success. 
• Bridging gap created by language barriers. 
• Helping parents and guardian to clear their confusion about the school and their students 

school activities. 
 
Q5. What is one thing you would like everyone to understand about our EL students and their 
journey? 
EL students have their own story of struggle in their life. They have their own way of thinking and 
understanding things as they begin school and life in a new school in a new land. They may take little 
time to get adjusted with new environment and situations. 
 
Q6. What is your favorite movie? 
It is Nepali Movie BASAIN; “Migration” in English. 
 
Q7. What is your favorite meal? 
MOMO (Nepali) 
 
Q8. Where is your favorite place to go on vacation… and why?  
My favorite place for vacation would be Bhutan, because I was once a citizen by birth of that country.  
 
It’s remarkable to envision 3,000 very different individuals choosing to come together to do the 
good work of educating and empowering all students to succeed. Be one people, united. Be kind.  
Be the land of opportunity – for all! 


