
 

 

Special Education 
By Patty Cummings, Director of Special Education 

Early Intervention Program (IEP) 
 
Although the United States Congress had passed the Education of All Handicapped Children Act in 
1975, intervention for the youngest children with disabilities did not become part of the law until 
the law’s reauthorization in 1986. 
 
What is early intervention? 
Early intervention is designed to provide various services to aid in the development of children 
who have either been identified as having a disability to the level that requires intervention, or it 
has been determined the child has a significant enough delay in development that without 
intervention would most likely result in a life-long disability. We often find the latter child 
qualifying for special education under the primary disability of “non-categorical delay.” The use of 
this eligibility option is intended to avoid mislabeling children who do not fit under current 
disability categories but whose delays have a disabling effect on their development and 
education1.  
 
How does Fargo Public Schools provide for Early Intervention in Special Education? 
Fargo Public Schools (FPS) currently serves 162 children ages 3-5 in the Early Childhood Special 
Education (ECSE) program. There are two locations where students receive on-site intervention, 
Agassiz and Longfellow Elementary School. FPS also provides off-site services at Head Start.   
 
Our ECSE program is often the first time a family accesses special education services for their 
children. The ECSE program conducts community screenings eight times per year. Screenings are 
typically held the first Wednesday of every month from September through April. It is from those 
screenings that students are identified and referred for formalized assessment if determined 
appropriate. While a large number of students may enter our program through the community 
screening process, children may also be referred to our program through the North Dakota Infant 
Development/Early Intervention program. This program is coordinated by the North Dakota 
Department of Human Services and provides early intervention in home services to children age 
birth to three years old. These children are referred to the Infant Development program by 
hospitals, medical professionals, other community agencies, and parent self-referral. Children in 
this program are referred to the FPS ECSE program for formalized assessment before their third 
birthday to determine if they are eligible for services through the public school system. In total, 
there are approximately 180 children who are formally assessed by our ECSE team each year.  
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Special Education, cont. 

ECSE provides quality early childhood experiences for eligible students focusing on pre-academic 
intervention, related services (speech and language, occupational therapy and physical therapy), 
social skills, and adaptive skills (e.g., feeding, dressing, orientation to environment, and self-help 
skills). If you were able to observe in our classrooms, you would see a range of activities 
occurring. We incorporate large group instruction (e.g. circle time, calendar, music, read alouds), 
small group instruction (e.g. centers, math skills, pre-literacy skills, art projects), gross motor time 
in the gym or playground, and structured purposeful play all in a language rich environment. 
Students are exposed to a research based preschool curriculum while simultaneously working on 
their specific Individual Education Program (IEP) goals.   
 
 
 
 
 
1As noted in NDDPI handbook Guidelines: Identification and Evaluation of Students with 
NonCategorical Delay for Ages 3 through 9.  
 
 
 


