
 

 

English Learners 
By David Burkman, Woodrow Wilson High School Principal, EL Director 

Teamwork of Individuals 
 
Fargo Public Schools (FPS) has a team of more than 3,000 staff who come together as a whole 
unit, smaller building teams, and even smaller department and program teams. As individual parts 
of the full FPS team, we all have unique life stories with gifts, obstacles, passions, and dreams to 
share. FPS is blessed to have four excellent bilingual English language (EL) staff members on the 
middle school/high school EL Team. The EL Department will be featuring them and their stories. 
 

 
 
 
Meet Prem Siwakoti 
EL Bilingual Paraeducator 
Carl Ben Eielson (CBE) Middle School 

 
 
Q1. Talk about your journey that brings you to being an EL bi-lingual para at your school? 
My Name is Prem Siwakoti. I was born in the village of the Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan. In 1989, I 
along with my family, had to move out from the country and stay in a Refugee Camp in eastern Nepal 
for 18 years. In 2009, I resettled in USA. When I arrived in Fargo, I was doing volunteer work to help 
families enroll their kids to school. At same time, I met FPS EL Coordinators Vonnie Sanders, Maren 
Kramer, and Tamara Hofmann. During my informal talk with them, I expressed my interest to work at 
school. One day, I received a phone call from Vonnie Sanders saying can you please come to my office. 
I did interview for the temporary para position at CBE and got hired. Now, I am working as a para 
educator at CBE and a real-estate agent in the Fargo-Moorhead community. 
 
Q2. How many years have you been in this position?  
10 years 
 
Q3. Which language(s) do you speak? 
Nepali, English, Hindi, Urdu 
 
Q4. What are some of your favorite parts about your job with Fargo Public Schools? 
Being with kids, seeing them change from kids to pre-adults, and helping them with daily activities.  
 



 

 

English Learners, cont. 

Q5. What is one thing you would like everyone to understand about our EL students and their 
journey? 
Every EL student has their own difficulties in their life despite English language barriers. 
 
Q6. What is your favorite movie? 
Avatar   
 
Q7. What is your favorite meal? 
Chicken tikka Masala 
 
Q8. Where is your favorite place to go on vacation… and why?  
My favorite place to go on vacation is Bali Indonesia. I love the culture and the ancient buildings. 
 
It’s remarkable to imagine 3,000 very different individuals choosing to come together to do the 
good work of educating and empowering all students to succeed. Be one people, united. Be kind. 


