
 

 

Transportation 
By Chris Pinkney, Transportation Coordinator 

Navigating Bus Routes and Safety through COVID-19 
 
The everchanging roadmap for the 2020-21 school year has brought many challenges. Bussing operations 
at Fargo Public Schools (FPS) have been one of the many terrains that have required renavigation to 
accommodate for COVID-19 guidelines. At the beginning of the school year, adjustments were made to 
help increase social distancing. However, those safety adaptations also posed challenges to our 
transportation schedules. FPS and Valley Bus will make adjustments to affected routes to ensure that all 
students can arrive to school on time in a safe manner. 
 
When the 2020-21 school years started, FPS adapted normal bussing routines to keep students from 
arriving at school too early. This change was made to ensure elementary students could social distance 
outside instead of congregating in buildings before the start of the school day. This change caused a ripple 
effect for middle and high schools bus routes, ultimately causing some students to arrive late to school. 
Now that FPS has shifted to full-time in-person learning for kindergarten through grade 12, the delays 
have increased. Additionally, wintery road conditions and increased ridership due to cold weather have 
also played factors in the delays. 
 
To remedy the situation, FPS is adapting six bus routes. All affected families will be notified by their 
building level principal. Each of the affected routes will be running ten minutes earlier each day beginning 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021.  
 
These changes will ensure students arrive at school at appropriate times. Furthermore, each building will 
devise supervision and COVID-19 safety plans for students who arrive on the bus early. Plans may include 
having students wait outside, if weather permits. If weather does not permit, students will be given 
assigned seats inside the building with supervision by an assigned FPS employee. Each building may 
customize their plan to suit their unique layout, size, and population. For COVID-19 safety reasons, FPS can 
only accommodate early entrance for students arriving on buses. Those arriving via other means are asked 
to schedule transportation closer to school start times. 
 
FPS has increased rider safety in numerous additional ways. Cameras have been installed, and all students 
are encouraged to scan their IDs when arriving on the bus. These features aid in contact tracing and allow 
FPS to document student travels. 
 
Although the 2020-21 school year has been challenging, the transportation department and staff at Valley 
Bus are responding to these challenges and working hard to keep students safe. We thank families for their 
patience and trust as we navigate the changing roads of COVID-19. 
 
Affected Routes: 136, 138, 140, 202, 204 & 216  
 


