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Federal Funding to Schools During COVID 
 
Under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act, Congress approved funding to 
assist K-12 education during COVID-19. Fargo Public Schools has been fortunate to receive additional 
dollars to provide further support to students and staff. This article briefly describes the amounts that 
have been awarded to the District, possible uses of funding, and when the funding expires. 
 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Funding 
ESSER funding was distributed and made available to schools in the spring of 2020 with an expiration 
date of September 30, 2022. The District has been allocated approximately $3.2 million under ESSER. 
Allowable uses of this funding in coordination with pandemic efforts may include:  
 

• Coordinated Emergency Response 
• Address Unique Needs of At-Risk Population 
• Ensure Preparedness & Coordination 
• Transportation 
• Purchase Cleaning Supplies 
• Coordinating Long-Term Closures 
• Educational Technology 
• Mental Health Support 
• Supplemental Learning 
• Professional Development 

 
Education Corps (Corps) Funding 
The purpose of Corps funding is to provide support to schools for additional staffing needs caused by 
COVID-19. This funding was recently distributed to schools with an expiration date of December 30, 
2020. The District received an allocation of approximately $2.5 million. The following are the potential 
uses of this funding in correlation with the pandemic: 
 

• Teachers 
• Paraprofessionals 
• Custodial Staff 
• Cooks/Kitchen/Lunchroom staff  
• Substitutes 
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• Intensive Tutoring 
• Potential School Exposure Tracers 
• Contracted Health and Counseling Services 

 
Broadband Assistance Grant 
Another recent funding source under the CARES Act was provided to support families in need of 
broadband/internet assistance to enable school success for students. Fargo Public Schools received an 
allocation of approximately $47,000 which expires on December 30, 2020.  
 
Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Funding 
Most recently, the GEER Fund was established to provide support to schools and institutions of higher 
education with a focus on developing and improving the availability of distance learning techniques and 
technologies. This competitive grant was just released, and we look forward to applying for funding that 
supports the challenges and innovative practices that go along with providing educational opportunities 
to our students during this time. We expect to receive notification regarding our application at the 
beginning of November. If awarded, funding will expire on June 30, 2021. 


