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Federal Funding to Schools During COVID-19 Part II 
 
In the October 15, 2020 issue of this newsletter, federal funding available to schools under COVID-19 was 
discussed. This article provides a follow-up on additional funding and how Fargo Public Schools has thus far spent 
the assistance received under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act.  
 
Additional Funding 
Resiliency Grant funding of approximately $2.9 million was awarded at the end of October to further support 
North Dakota schools and students during the national crisis. The funding expires on December 30, 2020. K-12 
Resiliency Grants can be used in the following six areas: 

• Technology 
• Mental health support for staff and students 
• Professional development for COVID-19 response to better equip educators 
• Additional personnel related costs 
• Physical environmental improvements such as ventilation systems 
• Support for recruitment of employees 

In addition, the approval of the Resiliency Grants retroactively broadened the use of the previously allocated 
Education Corps funding to include the six new areas listed above, which was a much-welcomed change for public 
schools. 
 
Funding Utilization 
As of November 30, 2020, approximately 44% of the total funding received has been expended or obligated. The 
following graph displays the breakdown: 
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Technology equipment has comprised most of the spending to date. One-to-one devices were distributed to 
elementary students at the beginning of the school year with ongoing provisions to provide additional equipment 
to educators to assist with an ever-changing teaching and learning environment.  
 
The next major area of spending has been maintenance equipment and supplies. This area not only represents the 
costs associated with cleaning and disinfecting, but also the enhancement of building ventilation systems to 
improve indoor air quality and ultraviolet light treatment of the water supply. 
 
As with all things related to the pandemic, we continue to look to the future with flexibility and fluidity in mind. 
Changes occur daily, as do our needs. Fargo Public Schools is grateful for the federal and state assistance we have 
received to better support our students and staff. 


