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Legislative Impacts on Fargo Public Schools 
 
With the wrap-up of the 67th legislative session and the release of the City of Fargo Assessment 
Department’s Annual Report, Fargo Public Schools can begin its budget process for 2022. The 
legislative assembly was an active one with the House and Senate bringing forth over 840 bills! 
The following are brief summaries of just a few bills relating to public schools. 
 
The kindergarten through grade 12 funding bill, House Bill (HB) 1388, went through many 
revisions during its time in the House and Senate. The main point of contention was whether 
schools should receive an increase in the per pupil payment amount over the next two years. The 
Senate advocated for a 1% increase in 2021 and a 1% increase in 2022, while the House did not 
support any increase. We are grateful for the effort made by the Senate to convince the House to 
agree to a 1% increase for both years. 
 
Other items in HB 1388 include: 

• The ability to meet instructional time requirements through a virtual program that 
complies with criteria to be put in place by the North Dakota Department of Public 
Instruction (ND DPI). 

• The addition of a reading competency component to the licensure requirements of 
teachers, as well as additional requirements to reading curriculum. 

• The provision for a legislative management study of the kindergarten through grade 12 
funding formula. 
 

HB 1013, which was the DPI appropriation bill, includes a provision related to HB 1388 that 
requires school boards to use an amount equal to least 70% of all new money received resulting 
from the 1%/1% increase in per pupil payment to increase compensation of non-administrative 
personnel. The amount of funding the District will receive in 2022 is based on the average daily 
membership of the current school year. Unfortunately, Fargo Public Schools experienced a decline 
in enrollment in the 2020-21 school year, mostly in the kindergarten grade level. Coupled with 
increasing local deductions to the formula, we may not experience an increase in state aid over 
what we are receiving in the current year. 
 
HB 1015, the Office of Management and Budget Appropriation Bill, includes a $70 million 
appropriation to the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Department for a statewide area career 
center initiative grant program. The CTE department will develop the application process as well 
as rules for the program. 

https://download.fargond.gov/0/2021_report.pdf
https://download.fargond.gov/0/2021_report.pdf
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HB 1027 codified transportation aid payments to school districts. The bill calls for a legislative 
management study on the impact of CTE student transportation to overall transportation costs. In 
addition, districts will no longer receive transportation aid for students that are opened enrolled 
or tuition waived. 
 
HB 1436 allows all kindergarten through grade eight math and reading summer courses, not just 
remedial, to qualify for state aid.  
 
Senate Bill (SB) 2215 adds a more structured timeframe for teacher representation and 
negotiation and includes a deadline to complete negotiations no later than July 1 unless the 
parties agree. If an agreement is not reached by the July 1 deadline, an impasse will automatically 
exist. 
 
SB 2311 requires the Department of Human Services to provide schools an evidence-based online 
virtual mental health and suicide prevention training program. 
 
SB 2322 relates to the criteria allowed for an alternative teacher license. Special education is now 
included as an area which individuals with an alternative license may teach and removes the 
sunset provision, a clause that has an end date, that was added in the last session. The bill also 
calls for a legislative management study to be conducted related to alternative licensure criteria. 
 
 


