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Continued COVID-19 Funding 
 
The American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, signed into law by President Joe Biden, provides 
approximately $122 billion in Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding to 
address the continued impacts of COVID-19 on schools. The ARP is a follow up to the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act from 2020.  
 
ARP ESSER funding has been established to assist pre-k through grade 12 schools in reopening safely 
and equitably expand opportunities for students who need it most. The funding includes items such as 
the following: 

• Investing in resources to keep educators, staff, and students safe in an in-person learning 
environment; improving ventilation; purchasing personal protective equipment; and obtaining 
additional space to improve social distancing in classrooms. 

• Hiring additional educators and support staff to address learning loss. 
• Implementing strategies to meet the social, emotional, mental health, and academic needs of 

students hit hardest by the pandemic through evidence-based interventions. 
• Funding additional summer, afterschool, and other extended learning and enrichment programs. 
• Hiring additional school personnel, such as nurses and custodial staff, to keep schools safe and 

healthy. 
• Funding Wi-Fi hotspots and devices for remote learning for students without connectivity and 

supporting educators in the effective use of technology; and 
• Other uses as allowed in the statute. 

Fargo Public Schools will receive $13 million in funds under ESSER II, which will expire September 30, 
2023. The District will also receive $30 million in funds under ESSER III, which will expire September 30, 
2024. Currently, this funding is included in House Bill 1394 of the North Dakota Legislative Session. 
Once this bill is passed and signed by the governor, application information will be provided to districts 
through the Department of Public Instruction (DPI).  
 
In addition to the above, the ARP includes funding for special education, children and youth 
experiencing homelessness, emergency assistance to non-public schools, as well as funding for higher 
education. 
 
For more information, please visit DPI’s website at https://www.nd.gov/dpi/familiescommunity/nddpi-
updates-and-guidance-covid-19/covid-19-funding. 
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