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Canvas Learning Management System 
 

Schooling during the COVID-19 pandemic has challenged us in many ways, but it has also demonstrated 
our ability as a district to completely reinvent education. Technology has critically assisted us in this 
reinvention, and using technology as a tool to educate students will continue to be part of the K-12 
teaching and learning experience moving forward. One of the lessons we have learned during the past 
year is the importance of the District to invest in a universal learning management system. 
 
Beginning in the fall of 2021, Fargo Public Schools (FPS) teachers and students in grades 6-12 will use 
the Canvas Learning Management System to post and access information about assignments and course 
progress.  Additionally, Canvas is linked with Mastery Connect, a formative assessment tool for educators 
to collect data to track student progress toward proficiency of course learning outcomes. Please see the 
information below about our district adoption of Canvas and Mastery Connect. 

 
Why is FPS adopting Canvas and Mastery Connect? 
Currently, middle and high school students and parents access attendance, grades, and course content in 
multiple systems: PowerTeacher Pro, EDUCal, and Google Classroom. Additionally, external resources 
such as electronic textbooks, subscription databases, free resources, and licensed resources can be 
integrated directly into Canvas. The adoption of Canvas and Mastery Connect will make it possible to 
house everything in one place for students and parents while maintaining the flexibility for teachers to 
embed external content as needed. Our goal is to increase access for students and families by 
streamlining the systems they use. 

 
Why now?   
Sixth grade teachers will implement evidence-based reporting (EBR) beginning fall 2021. We had 
purchased a plugin to make EBR more user-friendly for teachers, students and parents within 
PowerTeacher Pro, but discovered several shortcomings as we field tested it in middle and high school 
classrooms. The Teaching & Learning and Information Technology (IT) teams agreed that a system our 
size needs a scalable, integrated, standards-based solution. While a slower transition may seem like a 
good idea, it has become apparent that it is more complicated to use and maintain multiple systems 
simultaneously. 

 
How will this impact me? 
Next fall, middle and high school teachers will post assignments in Canvas instead of EDUCal. EDUCal 
accounts will continue to be available to copy/paste assignments from this school year. Students and 

https://www.instructure.com/canvas/k-12
https://www.masteryconnect.com/canvaslms/
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parents will log in to PowerSchool as usual and then click a button to be directed to Canvas for 
assignments and messages about courses. Additionally, there is an app for parents and students to 
access this information on their phones. 

 
Middle and high school teachers will also use Canvas or Mastery Connect gradebooks instead of 
PowerTeacher Pro. The traditional Canvas gradebook will be similar to PowerTeacher Pro, but Mastery 
Connect is a standards-based gradebook. Both gradebooks are integrated with the Canvas Learning 
Management system, so if teachers choose to grade assignments within their Canvas course, these 
scores will be automatically populated in their gradebook. While there will be a learning curve on the 
front end, teachers should save time entering grades in this new system. 

 
Will elementary teachers use Canvas and Mastery Connect? 
The 2021-22 implementation of these programs will focus on middle and high school teachers, students, 
and families. Elementary teachers will access professional learning in Canvas and Mastery Connect, but 
they will continue to communicate with students and families through SeeSaw next year. The Teaching 
and Learning team will work with elementary principals and teacher leaders to determine an 
implementation timeline for these products in elementary schools.   

 
 

  
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PJN15zAasLbbL9cEQgx5djq-C0JS3uQkGzFD6U2JVRc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jF-C8ISsm9OmN6T6okRDohCsyGZdqEWaNV3MlXnJSTE/edit?usp=sharing

