
FARGO BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMO #14 – 2022-23 

 

August 18, 2022 

 

RE:  Pledge of Allegiance  

FROM: Tracie Newman, President 

 

RE:  Possible Action 

 

At the February 8 Board meeting, Board member David Paulson added an agenda item to the 

Business section regarding the Pledge of Allegiance.  He moved to begin each regularly 

scheduled meeting of the Fargo Board of Education with the Pledge of Allegiance led by the 

president immediately following the call to order. The motion failed due to lack of a second. 

 

David Paulson asked for the Governance Committee to discuss adding an agenda item to a Board 

meeting on adding the Pledge of Allegiance to the start of each regular Board meeting agenda. 

At the February 24 Governance Committee meeting, consensus was reached to add the item to 

the March 22 meeting under Business.  

 

At the March 22 Board meeting, the motion to begin each regularly scheduled meeting of the 

Fargo Board of Education with the Pledge of Allegiance immediately following the call to order 

passed.  The Pledge of Allegiance has been recited at each regular Board meeting since the April 

12 meeting, specifically the April 12, April 26, May 10, May 24, June 14, June 28, July 12 and 

August 9 regular meetings. 

 

Board member Seth Holden asked for the Governance Committee to discuss adding an agenda 

item to a Board meeting on the Pledge of Allegiance, seeking to rescind the previous action.  At 

the July 28 Governance Committee meeting, consensus was reached to add the item to the 

August 9 meeting under Business. 

 

At the August 9 Board meeting, a motion to rescind the action taken at the March 22 Board 

meeting to begin each regularly scheduled meeting of the Fargo Board of Education with the 

Pledge of Allegiance immediately following the call to order passed.   

 

Since the August 9 Board meeting, Board members and the District have received significant 

negative local and national feedback on the decision to not say the Pledge of Allegiance at the 

start of the Board’s regular meetings, appropriating time and resources from other District 

responsibilities.  Further, a considerable amount of misinformation has been shared about the 

action and its reach into procedures in our schools. The Board of Education’s action at its August 

9, 2022 meeting did not impact the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance in our school buildings 

by students and staff nor did it change our recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance to remove the 

words “under God.”  The action taken at the meeting was not to negate the Board’s support of 

patriotism, the love of one’s country or support of the flag of the United States. However, the 

amount of feedback has made it evident that correcting notions to comprehensively reflect Board 



 
 

decision will divert even more staff and Board time and resources away from preparing for the 

start of the 2022-2023 school year.  

 

Therefore, as permissible per GP-2E, I am calling a special meeting of the Board of Education to 

discuss the impact our previous decision has had on the District, its operations, and its image, 

and to offer a motion to reinstate the Pledge of Allegiance at the beginning of our regular 

meetings directly following the call to order.  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: reinstate beginning each regularly scheduled meeting of the Fargo 

Board of Education with the Pledge of Allegiance immediately following the call to order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


