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SUMMARY 
The Fargo Board of Education held a work session on July 11 where options to manage enrollment growth and 

school capacity issues were discussed.  Through discussion, three options for consideration were determined.  

Administration was instructed to create a pros and cons list for each option for presentation at an August 13 

work session. 

Pages 2-5 of this report includes the listing crafted by administration.  In addition to the listing, administration 

will present a unique grade configuration option for Board consideration at the work session, per the 

recommendation from the Board’s Planning Committee. 
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Option 1: Year-Round Schools at Discovery Middle School  
and Davies High School 

 
Pros Cons 

Increased student capacity No summer break 

Intersessions available to provide time for 
enrichment and remediation 

 
Remediation needs can be addressed during the 

school year as opposed to during summer 
programs 

Students can’t participate in summer camps or 
summer jobs 

 
Specifically, Trollwood would not be an available 

option to students at these two schools 

Potential reduction in needs for substitute 
teachers and paraprofessionals 

Davies and Discovery would not be able to offer 
summer programming for other age groups (I.e. 

summer camps) 

Potential for reduced summer learning loss 
Children in year-round schools would not be able to 
participate in sports teams or programs that operate 

in the summertime 

Decreased need to re-teach skills after long 
vacations, allowing teachers to use classroom 

time more efficiently 
Extracurricular scheduling conflicts 

Vacation time can be more evenly distributed 
throughout the year, making it easier to schedule 

family vacations and for students to revitalize 
themselves more frequently 

School maintenance costs, including day-to-day 
upkeep, air-conditioning, and utilities, can increase up 
to 10 percent if schools are open during the summer 

Extending the school year may help make 
teaching a full-time, more lucrative profession 

for educators if year-round schools can cut costs 
through multi-tracking programs 

Initial costs associated with starting or changing a 
traditional school to a year-round school are high 
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It can ease overcrowding issues in some school 
districts or school buildings 

It reduces building maintenance opportunities. 
Schools need to be maintained, just like every other 
building. When they are being used all year, every 

year, the opportunities to perform heavy 
maintenance activities, like resurfacing a floor, are 

reduced 

 Contract changes take time 

 
It prevents teachers from maintaining a secondary 

employment. 

 

Teens who need to work to help support themselves 
or make money for college may have difficulty 

holding or finding a job if they do not have the entire 
summer off. 

 
Multi-tracking programs mean that parents could 

possibly have children that are on different schedules. 

 
Daycare schedules typically align to FPS’ traditional 

school calendar. 

 
Potentially limiting built-in inclement weather 

days/complexities in make-up days for students on 
multiple tracks. 

 
Graduation ceremonies would become inconsistent in 

time and size 

 
Students would have limited opportunities to take 

class offerings at other schools. 

 
Parents can have one student in a year-round school 
and another student on a traditional school calendar 

if this not implemented district wide. 
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Option 2: Unique Grade Configurations 
 

Pros Cons 

One option could increase capacity and 
Discovery Middle School and Davies High 

School 

If the 9th grade center is at South High School, 
students that live within walking distance to Davies 
High School will travel to South High School for their 

9th grade year 

A building could be created for the purpose of 
serving as a unique configuration until there is 
a high enough student enrollment to support 

the original design of the building (presentation 
to be given) 

An additional transition for students 

No need for boundary changes at this time. 
Different grade level configurations throughout FPS 

system 

Accommodates growth in southern part of 
Fargo with flexibility to adjust according to rate 

of growth 
Increase transportation cost 
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Option 3: Boundary Changes 
 

Pros Cons 

Utilizes building capacities at all schools 
Emotional decisions and feedback from 

potentially impacted families  

Reduces the need to build new schools 
Creates longer commutes to schools for some 

students 

Keeps school size similar 
Change to expected feeder schools from what 

families thought 

Keeps academic offerings equitable amongst 
buildings 

Families may have children that graduated from 
multiple schools 

 


