
    
  

 
                  

     
 

                      
    

 
      

                  
                 

                
                     

                   
                   

 
 

       
                  

        
      

              
                

                 
      

 
    

                  
              

             
            

 
                    

                  
  

 
 

    
                   

                 
                 
                     

                  
              

             
               
         

 

Family Educator Enhancement Team 
Meeting Notes 

The Family Educator Enhancement Team (FEET) met on Thursday, February 11, 2021, 6:00 p.m. virtually via a Zoom 
meeting with 14 attendees. 

Dr. Cummings shared the purpose of FEET is to provide parents and school staff a means to collaborate with the goal of 
improving outcomes for students. 

Focus on Functional Behavior Assessments (FBA’s) 
Dr. Cummings shared that Fargo Public Schools (FPS) has received a discretionary grant from the Department of Public 
Instruction (DPI). With the grant dollars, the Special Education department began random reviews of FBA components 
utilizing the Technical Adequacy Tool for Evaluation (TATE). The tool was developed by Rose Iovannone, Kathy 
Christiansen, and Natalie Romer at the University of South Florida. A 2 hour training session was held with special 
education staff at the beginning of the school year by an outside Board Certified Behavior Specialist (BCBA), Full Circle 
Pediatric Solutions, followed up by monthly ½ hour sessions for breaking down the process and responding to questions. 

Applying for Mental Health/Social Emotional Grant Monies 
Dr. Cummings shared with the families that we have opportunities to apply for additional monies for Mental Health/Social 
Emotional grants. FPS is considering these: 
PEERS: Middle School and High School 
The PEERS® Curriculum for School-Based Professionals brings UCLA’s highly acclaimed and widely popular PEERS 
program into the school setting. This sixteen-week program, clinically proven to significantly improve social skills and 
social interactions among teens with autism spectrum disorder. The program is customized for the needs of psychologists, 
counselors, speech pathologists, administrators, and teachers. 

AIM (Accept, Identify, Move) 
“Seeks to change the context in which behavior occurs, the student’s relationship to thoughts and feelings about events, 
and to reinforce a set of flexible, adaptive behaviors that lead to preferred outcomes.” 
(https://www.acceptidentifymove.com/science-behind-aim). FPS proposes we train 12 teachers who serve in our 
self-contained classrooms. Lessons would be integrated into a students’ educational day. 

Families were asked for feedback of other interventions they would like us to examine as a district. No suggestions were 
provided.e. Suggestions can be sent via email to Dr. Patty Cummings at cumminp1@fargo.k12.nd.us or Dr. Justin Lien at 
lienj@fargo.k12.nd.us. 

Level 4 Instructional Model 
Discussion occurred on the Level 4 instructional model that FPS is currently in due to COVID-19. Comments from 
families included room for improvements in the virtual academy programs , have IEP’s more adaptable for virtual 
students, virtual teachers outside of Fargo area at times make communications more difficult, in-person has been a 
blessing, no idea how much it has changed our lives, reluctant to send back to in-person, however child is excelling, so 
many advantages to in-person learning. Dr. Cummings noted she will share comments with the Teaching and Learning 
Committee who meets weekly and is composed of the Elementary Associate Superintendent, Secondary Associate 
Superintendent, directors from various teams, including technology, special education, equity and inclusion, MTSS 
Coordinator, social and emotional, etc.. The committee collaborates on types of curriculum, professional development and 
interventions to guide services for students district-wide. 
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Family Input 
Dr. Cummings asked what topics the families would like to see addressed at a future meeting. Responses from families 
included Peer to Peer, unified sports, transitions from primary to middle school and middle to high school (potential visits 
prior to start, perhaps week of professional development for staff), and collaborative methods. 

Attendees were asked to take a survey about parent participation in IEP meetings. The survey can be found at this link: 
click here. The survey is anonymous. Results will be reviewed by the Special Education Administrative Team and will be 
shared with teachers and administrators. Feedback will aid in future planning and training for FPS employees. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

The next meeting will be March 25, 2021. Families can follow the FPS Special Education website at 
https://www.fargo.k12.nd.us/Page/1146 for updates. 

https://www.fargo.k12.nd.us/Page/1146

